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Madam,
Sir,

For a number of years, unscrupulous entities and individuals in various countries have attempted
to mislead users of the World Intellectual Property Organization's (WIPO) services into paying
fees which have nothing to do with the processing of their patent applications or trademark
registrations, and which have no value above and beyond the services already provided by WIPO
or the applicable national or regional office. These entities have in particular targeted
international patent applications filed under WIPO's Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) and users
ofWIPO's Madrid System for the International Registration of Trademarks.
These entities have intentionally designed their notices to appear as invoices emanating from an
official source. They include publicly available bibliographic data about the international
application or registration. In a number of cases, the notices (and associated websites) bear a
confusing similarity to WIPO's name and logo.

Since we became aware of these fraudulent schemes, WIPO has been trying to raise awareness
among users. We have posted a collection of sample false "invoices" on our website
(see http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/warning/pct_warning.htm).

In addition, we have frequently

published articles in WIPO's monthly PCT Newsletter, requesting attorneys and agents to inform
their clients that they may receive such misleading notices. We are aware that certain national
and regional patent offices are also trying to warn their nationals and residents, and are grateful
for their efforts—the cited page contains links to websites of national patent offices of Australia,
Switzerland, Germany, France, the United Kingdom and the European Patent Office, all of which
have similar warnings. We note also that the website of the Office for Harmonization in the
Internal Market (OHIM) addresses this issue
(http://oami.europa.eu/ows/rw/pages/CTM/feesPayment/warning.en.do).
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